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Briarhill Amanda CD, MX, AXP, MXJ, 
AJP, CL4-R, CL4-F, CL4-S, CL4-H, AD, 
PS II,  GS-N, RS-E, JS-N, EAC, OJC, 
TN-O, TG-O, OGC, JS-N, RS-E, GS-N, 
a.k.a. Amanda, a Glen of Imaal 
Terrier owned by Michelle Du Bois 
of Massachusetts. 
Photo by Lesley Mattuchio, 
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5 Editorializing: No One Is Immune to the 

Agility Pixies
Have you fallen prey to the tricks that agility 
pixies play? Their inscrutable whimsy keeps our 
egos in check and keeps us on our toes. 
By Rick Parry

12 Handling Your Canine Sports Business: 
Club Setup
Learn about the pros and cons of setting up 
your agility club as a taxable or a tax-exempt 
entity. By Geoffrey Goudy, CPA

26 City Dogs
We often train weave pole entries but do less 
training for exits and the required redirection 
afterward. So this month’s exercises focus on 
exits. By Karen Holik

32 On Course with Polly Pugh
Meet a handler who has had success with 
multiple breeds. Both fairness and fun figure 
into her relationships with her dogs. 

50 Alphabet Drills
Teach your dog angled-jump execution as you 
zig and zag your way through these drills based 
on the letter “Z.” By Nancy Gyes

55 What My Agility Dogs Have Taught Me 
About Life 
Our dogs bring us challenges, thrills, 
excitement, frustration, embarrassment, and 
wonderful achievements during our agility 
adventures; all while teaching us important life 
lessons. By Annie DeChance

71 Mental Management®: Attainment
Where you finish does not always measure 
how far you’ve come. The difference between 
accomplishing and attaining is the personal 
growth part of the journey to the goal. 
By Lanny Bassham

79 Mr. Oliver’s Trials of Agility
A humorous look at one handler’s training and 
trial experiences. By Elizabeth M. Jarrell

84 The Construction Zone: Practice Measuring 
Wicket
Build a measuring wicket so that you can train 
your dog to be confident and stand nicely when 
being measured. By Carol Mount
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Brenna Fender
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15 Rear Crosses with Drive 
and Confidence
Follow this plan to train 
the rear cross in a way that 
teaches your dog to move 
ahead and turn away from 
you in a new direction with 
drive and confidence. 
By Ann Croft

28 Jumps: From the Dog’s 
Perspective
What looks the same to us 
can present a very different 
picture to our dogs. Learn to 
understand what your dog 
sees and why it’s important. 
By Susan Salo

46 How to Warm Up and Cool 
Down Your Dog
Warming up and cooling 
down both yourself and 
your partner is critical for 
maintaining flexibility, 
stamina, and longevity in 
the sport. By Debbie Gross 
Saunders, MSPT, OCS, CCRP

62 Measuring: What’s the Big 
Deal?
Training your dog to be 
measured will ensure both 
an accurate measurement 
and a stress-free experience. 
By Allison Bryant

Trainer’s Forum
Some agility trainers give hints 
and cautions for preparing your 
dog to compete safely and happily 
in different types of inclement 
weather—extreme heat, cold, rain, 
and mud. By Brenna Fender

Clicker Complexities, Part 2
Training with conditioned 
reinforcement is intensely powerful. 
Our dogs are capable of learning 
hugely complex associations 
provided we capitalize on their 
abilities. By Pamela Reid, Ph.D.
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Spy Kids: Training New Behaviors, 
Part 2
Sweep’s training during the period 
from 12 to 16 weeks of age includes 
toy control, riding in the car, staying 
in an ex-pen, recalls, and more! 
By Nancy Gyes

41
©

 D
O

G
H

O
U

S
E

 A
R

T
S




