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Energizing and Inspiring Your
Students to Try Harder

How do you prepare your students
for success in competition? Use
training games in class to motivate
students and to mimic the stress and
excitement of the show environment.

How Do | Know I’'m Ready?

Is it time for your team to start
competing or will beginner’s stress
take too high a toll on you and your
dog? Here are some questions to
ask yourself to gauge your team'’s
readiness for agility competition.
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Trainer’s Forum

Is your dog a firecracker in the
morning but a dud in the afternoon?
Learn some strategies for reducing
the fatigue and stress that trials can
cause so that your dog can perform
at the same level all day long.

Cover

11

24

Takeoff Spots

A pictorial demonstration
of the physical demands
involved in a dog turning
over a jump contrasted
with the action of driving a
straight line. By Jo Sermon
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Features
5 Editorializing: Reflections on the Life of an 73 Cranial Cruciate Ligament Injury in Agility

Agility Dog

Despite all the time we spend doing agility, it’s
not the clean runs we’ll remember when our
teammates leave us. By Kristy Netzer

Dogs, Part 2

One of the most common orthopedic injuries
in agility dogs is a rupture of the CCL. The
second installment of this two-part article
discusses rehabilitation therapy, how home

20 On Course with Lo Baker care rehabilitation is structured, and the dog’s
Meet a handler and instructor who focuses progression throughout therapy_ By Sherman
on building drive and training independent O. Canapp, Jr., DVM, MS, Diplomate ACVS
obstacle performance in order to compete with
those more fleet of foot. By Amy Siegel 80 The Construction Zone: Rocker Board

Make your own rocker board to accustom

40 Spy Kids: Continuing to Progress your dog to movement under his feet in a fun,
This month we begin rear-cross training positive way. By Celia Flinn
and introduce targeting on a board, while
continuing our running ground work and
training recalls and stays. By Nancy Gyes COI umns

48 Power Paws Patterns: Diamond 6  Tip of the Month By Deanna Adams
Are di.amogds your fiog’s b?St frien.d? You'l find 7  Everything You Always Wanted to Know
out with this month’s exercises, which feature o

About Agility...
wrap-n-front and wrap-n-rear crosses, and
some serpentines thrown in for good measure. 8 Backyard Dogs By Karen Holik
By Nancy Gyes
53 Distance Challenge By Jane Simmons-Moake

61 NADAC Course Analysis
An analysis of handling options for a variety of 57 In Cider By Bill Gates
NADAC courses. By Amanda Nelson

68 The Judge’s Debriefing By Laura A. English

66 Pooches Painting Pictures: Operant .

Conditioning for the Uninitiated 71 Review By Brenna Fender
As you practice learning operant and classical 82 Letter to the Editor
conditioning terminology for reward-based

training and how to apply it, create some doggy 82 Course Diagram Keys

art. By Terry Ryan, CPDT

This month completes the
series on training running
contacts as you start doing
short sequences with other
obstacles and fade the touch
board. By Ali Roukas-Canova

30 Beyond the Backyard
Our focus this month is on
handling threadles, a.k.a.
pull-throughs, and learning
how to perform them on
course and in sequence.
By Mary Ellen Barry

44 Help for the Spatially Inept
Navigating an agility course
requires more than a
good memory and cardio
fitness. It also demands
excellent vision skills
and brain connections to
process the spatial input
your eyes provide. How
you see and how you think
directly affects your ability
to remember a course and
execute handling maneuvers.
By Roxanne Hawn

Cover Dog

Mirasol’s Fairy Taleggio CD, MX, MXJ,
a.k.a.Cricket, a Golden Retriever
owned by Jan and Henry Rines of
Rhode Island. Cricket is handled by
Henry. Photo by Lesley Mattuchio,
www.lesleymattuchio.com
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