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26 Trainer’s Forum
While small dogs require 
some specialized training 
for agility, one of the 
biggest mistakes handlers 
make is treating them 
like small dogs! Here are 
some ideas for bringing 
out speed, enthusiasm, and 
vigor in your mini dog.
By Brenna Fender

32 Foundation Fundamentals: 
Side Work
When doing agility, it is 
important that your dog 
work at your side and 
not cut in front of you 
or behind you. Here is a 
simple trick to teach this 
concept to your dog. 
By Mary Ellen Barry

48 Four-on-the-floor 
Contacts: A New Method 
for Training the End 
Contact Behavior, Part 1
This contact method lets 
you teach your dog a fast, 
accurate, and comfortable 
contact performance. In 
this new series, the author 
details the latest changes 
to her training method. 
By Ann C. Croft

62 He’s Not a Natural… 
So What! Training the 
“Unusual” Breed
Some breeds have physical 
and mental characteristics 
that make training very 
challenging. Here are some 
tips to help you bring out 
the agility star that lives 
within your “unusual” dog. 
By Moe Strenfel
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Cover Dog
Lexi MX, MXJ, EAC, EJC, TN-E, TG-
O, OGC, WV-O, CGC, a 7-year-old 
rescue Australian Shepherd owned 
by Susan Tingley of Virginia. Photo 
by DianeLewisPhotography.com

Features
� Editorializing: What’s Really Important?

It’s amazing how quickly your life can change. 
And it’s amazing how supportive your agility 
friends can be. By Marta Coursey

1� Cece’s Gym Exercise of the Month: 
Balance Board
Balance board exercises strengthen slow-twitch 
muscles, which are the first to fatigue and to 
atrophy when a dog becomes inactive due to 
injury, illness, age, or prolonged crating. 
By Debbie Gross Saunders, MSPT, OCS, CCRP 

20 Handling Your Dog in Awesome Style, 
Part 6: Standard Cue Combinations
Agility courses have common sequences that 
are repeated often enough that corresponding 
combinations of cues are performed over and 
over. By Linda Mecklenburg

40 Cutting the Cord: Teaching Your Dog to 
Work Away, Part 3
It’s time to explore the use of handler pressure 
as well as acceleration and deceleration at 
a distance. It’s also time to consider more 
complex skill sets that are useful for distance 
work. By Susan Perry

�3 Focus on Start Lines
Thinking about the type of dog you have (need 
for speed or crying for control) will help you 
design a more effective start-line routine. 
By Deborah Jones, PhD

�� When Pigs Fly: You Can’t Q if You Can’t Do 
the Poles, Part 3
This month it’s time to move on to the next 
level and treat the set of 12 weave poles as 
one obstacle. We’ll also look at techniques for 
problem solving. By Jane Killion

6� Power Paws Patterns: Number Eight
This month’s drills give you opportunities to 
work on pinwheels, tunnel entries, obstacle 
discrimination, and more. By Nancy Gyes

�3 Canine Health Care: Frequently Asked 
Questions
A veterinarian answers questions about dew claws 
and elbow dysplasia. By Julie A. Roos, DVM

�� Shelter Champs: Tiger
While many competitors dream of earning titles, 
animal shelters continue to house dogs that were 
relinquished because they are too energetic, too 
smart, or too busy for most pet homes. Many 
of these dogs are great agility prospects. This 
month, meet Tiger. By Lisa Barrett

Columns
6 Tip of the Month By Cindy Macklin

� Everything You Always Wanted to Know 
About Agility… By Brenna Fender

8 Backyard Dogs By Karen Holik

46 Skill of the Month By Karen Holik

�� Distance Challenge By Jane Simmons-Moake

82 Word Search By Julie Burroughs

82 Course Diagram Keys

Need Volunteers? Roll Out the 
Red Carpet
A trial’s success depends on recruiting, 
retaining, and rewarding volunteers. 
Here are some ways to get those 
volunteers coming back, year after 
year. By Robin Whitsell

Budget Tricks: Find the Money You 
Need to Train, Travel, and Trial
If you’re like most agility enthusiasts, 
you probably wish you had more 
money to spend on your hobby. Here 
are some tips on how to find that 
money. By Roxanne Hawn
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Is it Time? How to Know When to 
Retire Your Agility Dog
Inevitably, you will have to retire your 
agility dog. Knowing what to look for 
in his physical, mental, and emotional 
behavior will help you decide when 
it’s time. By Sally Silverman 
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