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When Pigs Fly: The Perfect Table, Part 2
One thing that makes the table so
challenging is many dogs appear to
do the table perfectly at home, yet
they have terrible table performances
at a trial. How can you train past something that only happens in the heat of
a trial? This month we’ll show you.
By Jane Killion
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57

NADAC Touch N Go Strategy and Tips
Touch N Go is a NADAC game
where the course consists of “touch”
obstacles (A-frame and dogwalk) and
“go” obstacles (tunnels and hoops).
Challenges come from performance of
the obstacles themselves, obstacle discrimination, off-course potential, and
basic handling. By Andrea Dexter
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Dealing with those
Confounding Conflicts
Entering more than one dog in a trial
means more fun, but it also means possible ring conflicts. The need to be in
two places at once causes major stress
for some handlers. Here are some suggestions on handling ring conflicts.
By Brenna Fender

12 How to Train the Long Jump
Performing the long jump (a.k.a.
broad jump) is required in AKC
Novice and USDAA Steeplechase
classes, yet it is often undertrained. Here’s a simple start-tofinish training plan for the long
jump. By Mary Ellen Barry
20 You Know Your Dog Is
Aggressive If... Part 1
Agility is fun, exhilarating, and
exciting. But that shouldn’t preclude good manners and calm,
focused behaviors at all times.
Dogs that have an “edge” or that
are over-the-top at agility class
or trials, lunging and barking at
dogs or people, need foundation behaviors to help them
succeed in agility and in life.
By Pamela S. Dennison
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Editorializing: We Just Do This for Fun
“We just do this for fun.” How many times
have you heard another handler say this? Maybe
you’ve said it yourself. But do you mean it? Or
does it take a life-changing event before you
truly mean it? By Julie Lawler-Hoyle

45 Power Paws Drills: Short Courses and Drills
In this month’s setup you have ample opportunities to practice your Go On cues up or down a
line of jumps as well as straight-ahead sends out
of straight tunnels. By Nancy Gyes

27 Train to Maintain: The Long Jump
Need some training ideas for maintaining your
dog’s agility skills? This series presents a maintenance program that is easy to implement and
that is designed to accomplish a great deal in
short sessions. This month focuses on long/
broad jump behaviors. By Mary Ellen Barry

63 Shelter Champs: Hailey McBean
While many competitors dream of earning
titles, animal shelters continue to house dogs
that were relinquished because they are too
energetic, too smart, or too busy for most pet
homes. Many of these dogs are great agility
prospects. This month, meet Hailey McBean,
a Catahoula Leopard Dog. By Lisa Barrett

31 A Review of Canine Cruciate Disease, Part 2
Cranial cruciate ligament (CCL) deficiency is
the most common cause of hind limb lameness
in the canine. In the second article of this twopart series, we explore treatment of the disease.
By Peter J. Lotsikas, DVM, Diplomate ACVS,
Lisa M. Fair, CMT, CCRT (Candidate),
Faith M. Lotsikas, DVM, CCRT

76 Work That Line! Lateral Distance
There are two types of lateral distance work.
The first is using an Out command to push
the dog away from you, indicating that you
want him to change his path. The other is using
the Go command to keep him on his path at a
distance. Learn how to teach both skills.
By Kristy Netzer

38 It’s Your Turn! Cue #7: Verbal Left
and Right Cues, Part 2
We continue to explore turning the dog with
verbal cues. Physical cues are successful when
you’re in the correct position to execute them.
But if you are often caught far enough behind
your dog that you can no longer influence him
with physical cues, then you should train your
dog to turn when he hears a verbal command
such as Left, Right, or Turn. By Sandy Rogers
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Tip of the Month By Paige Port

7

Everything You Always Wanted to Know
About Agility… By Brenna Fender

8

Backyard Dogs By Sharon Freilich

43 Nested Courses for a Small Universe
By Debbie Sacerich

67 2 x 2s Aren’t Just for the
Backyard: Training with
the 2 x 2 Method in Group
Agility Classes
Weave pole training with 2 x 2s
is an incredibly effective method for teaching dogs to weave
in the comfort of your backyard,
but this training method can
also work in group agility classes. Here are some suggestions
for using 2 x 2s in your classes.
By Tracy Sklenar
73 Pup Psych 101: Secondary
Reinforcement in Agility
Sometimes you can’t reward
your dog immediately. In these
cases, you can teach the dog
that something you can give
him immediately represents
something that he naturally
wants. By Dara Tarolli

Cover Dog
NATCH3, V-NATCH Ashwood’s
Chocolate Craving, CL4, PD2, ARD,
ATD-Bronze, AJD-Silver, AGDBronze, AKD-Silver, RS-O, GS-O, JS-E,
TG1, OA, AXJ, a.k.a. Roux, a 7-yearold Keeshond owned by Cynthia
Ernat of Illinois. Photo by Alissa
Behn, www. pet-personalities.com.
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