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The OneMind Dogs

Methodology: Key Points

What are the important skills for a dog
and handler to develop in the OneMind
Dogs (OMD) methodology, and what
are the responsibilities of each mem-
ber of the team? By Janita Leinonen &
Jaakko Suoknuuti

Why Should | Care About
This Science Stuff, Part 1

/

Why take time to learn some science?
Understanding just a bit about the
science of animal behavior can make
a difference to your life, your dog’s life,
and the standard of competition you
can achieve. By Lynne Stephens
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Should You Teach Directionals?
Dogs do well with directionals. The
problem is us, the handlers. So what
should you take into consideration
when deciding whether you should
teach your dog verbal directionals?
By Allison Bryant

Features

5

15

18

22

39

Editorializing: Creating Consistency 48
and Equity in Spread Jumps

A look at inconsistencies in the use of spread

jumps in USDAA and a suggestion for replacing

fixed spread jumps with an ascending double that

is constructed from two freestanding jumps.

By N G
y Nancy Gyes 52

The 10-Minute Trainer

Here are some exercises to help keep your dog’s
jumping skills sharp when it comes to parallel
to perpendicular jumping. By Daisy Peel

Raising Your Pup 2 Perfection:

Confidence, Part 2

Confidence is one of the most important char-

acteristics in any dog, whether we are talking 59
about a family pet or your next agility super

star. Confidence is what the rest of your train-

ing will be built on. By Lauren Langman

Power Paws Skills:

Acceleration & Deceleration Skills

Running an agility course is a lot like playing
Red Light/Green Light with our dogs. Green
light means go forward (accelerate) and red
light means stop (decelerate). How do we teach
our dogs to respond to our red light and green

light cues? By Nancy Gyes 7

The Secrets to Perfect Timing:

Getting Inside Your Dog’s Head
Understanding what your dog really knows and
where his skills are weak enables you to antici- 33
pate where your dog will need more support on

course, where you can give him full responsibil-

ity for performance, and what you need to train

better. By Kathy Keats

Training with the Stars: Barb Davis

Like many who play agility, Barb Davis started
out in the obedience ring. Her fun-based
approach to training, discovered in childhood,
helped her to reach tremendous success as a top
agility competitor. By Sally Silverman

Triumphing Over Behavior Problems
Behavior problems can be difficult to solve, but
agility teams are extremely likely to have the
tools they need to change undesirable behav-
ior, no matter what the specific problems are.
So what does it take to improve problematic
behavior that agility teams already possess?

By Karen B. London

Switching from Running

to Stopped Contacts, Part 2

There are many reasons you may decide to
switch from a running contact to a stopped
contact. Maybe you have discovered you aren’t
fast enough to consistently keep up with your
dog or you're having too many off-courses
after the down side. By Kate Bigger

Columns

Everything You Always Wanted to Know
About Agility... By Brenna Fender
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The Judge’s Debriefing By Judy Reilly
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29 Does Your Dog Have a
Jumping Problem?
Another weekend, another Q
lost to a knocked bar. Is it just
one of those things or does your
dog have a jumping problem?
Some very successful trainers
and handlers share their ideas.
By Sally Silverman

35 As the World Turns: Jaakko
Turn (or Backy-Uppy Blind)
A Jaakko turn is a specific cue
combination in which the handler
is very close to the jump and
tucked inside the wing if it's a
winged jump. The dog should
jump with collection and wrap
the wing on landing.
By Mary Ellen Barry

43 Come To Heel, Part 1
Dogs that can maintain a “loose”
heel position on either side of the
handler can consistently respond
correctly to forward cues and are
unlikely to stray in front of their
handlers and take off-courses.
By Amanda Shyne

56 How Tricky Got Her
Groove Back, Part 1
Need some ideas for increasing
your dog’s motivation and drive?
This three-part series documents
a training plan designed to
reignite a dog’s enthusiasm for
agility and desire to play with her
handler. By Bobbie Bhambree

Cover Dog

Sage of the Ages Vom Royale, NAJ,
NF, NFP, OA, OAP, OJP, AXJ, PJ1, PK1,
CL1-S, CL3-R, CL4-H, CL4-F, a German
Shepherd owned by Camille Ward

of Michigan. Photo by Cathi Winkles
Photography.
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