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Non-Drug Therapies for Pain

There are no rules or protocols in diag-
nosing and treating pain because each
dog and situation is different. But there
are some basic principles that can pro-
vide a framework for treatment. One is
to combine drugs and non-drug thera-
pies in every case. By Bonnie Wright,
DVM, DACVAA

You Are Not Alone! Dogs with “Issues”
You can't help but notice a dog with
special physical needs. But there is
another kind of special-needs dog that
isn't as easily recognized—the dog
with special emotional needs; the dog
that feels he must lash out to protect
himself from harm, real or imagined.
By Marianne Bosco
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Come To Heel, Part 2

Dogs that can maintain a “loose” heel
position on either side of the handler
can consistently respond correctly to
forward cues and are unlikely to stray
in front of their handlers and take off-
courses. This month’s exercises transi-
tion from walking at heel to running
agility courses. By Amanda Shyne
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10 As the World Turns:

Reverse V-Set

A reverse V-set is a specific cue

combination in which the han-

dler is on the takeoff side of the

jump. The dog is approaching

the jump on a slice, but he needs
to collect and bend away from
the angle of approach and wrap
the wing coming back to the
takeoff side. By Mary Ellen Barry

What If You Can’t Run?

It's beautiful to watch a speedy
handler racing alongside her dog,
urging him along at all the right
spots. But it's just not a reality for
some of us. If you have limited
mobility, what do you need to
work on to be successful?

By Brenna Fender
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Editorializing: Can Any Dog

Be an Agility Dog?

Assuming the human half of the agility team is
able to do her part with some level of skill, can
any physically sound dog be trained to fulfill the
canine half of a successful partnership?

By Christy McGough

The 10-Minute Trainer

Finding ways to work on your dog’s coordina-
tion, strength, and conditioning in a convenient
and efficient fashion is essential. Here’s

a 10-minute working using cavalettis.

By Daisy Peel

Power Paws Drills: Tunnel Vision

Tunnels, and the paths to and from tunnels,
are a perfect place to practice acceleration and
deceleration skills. This setup allows for lots of
simple (but not always easy) exercises for both
Novice and Masters handlers. By Nancy Gyes

Why Should | Care

About This Science Stuff? Part 2

Purely positive does not mean allowing your
dog to do anything he pleases. It means ensur-
ing that every teaching and learning experience
you provide for your dog is purely positive.

By Lynne Stephens

Training with the Stars: Terry Herman
Terry Herman has been doing agility for 25
years. Here current goal is to be the first person
eligible for Social Security to be on an interna-
tional podium. By Sally Silverman

60 Raising Your Pup 2 Perfection:
Reinforcement
In dog training we can use the things your dog
likes in life to reward him for doing things
he doesn’t like as much. Learn to think about
how you can use your dog’s higher probability
behaviors. By Lauren Langman

62 Let’s Start a Club! Part 1: The First Steps
If you and two others are hopelessly hooked on
agility and need a club, go for it. The benefits
are great, especially if you strive to share the
joys and challenges of your sport with your
friends and neighbors. By Jan Manning

65 Secrets to Perfect Timing:
Knowing What You Can “Get To”
Are you confident that you know exactly which
handling positions on a course you can or can’t
get to? Or does indecision keep you from trying
certain maneuvers? By Kathy Keats

Columns
6  Tip of the Month By Marcy Rauch

7  Everything You Always Wanted to Know
About Agility... By Brenna Fender

8 Backyard Dogs By Mia Grant
20 The Judge’s Debriefing By Catherine Clifton
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33 The OneMind Dogs
Methodology: Handle
Lines Not Obstacles
Many people focus on handling
one obstacle at a time when they
should be handling the ideal line
for their dog through the course.
The line of the dog begins at
the start line and ends several
feet after the finish line. All the
obstacles the dog performs are
along this line. By Janita Leinonen
and Jaakko Suoknuuti

45 How Tricky Got Her
Groove Back, Part 2
Where you're trying to create tug
drive in a low to moderate drive
dog or to get it back if your dog
is suddenly not as interested in
tug, here’s a training plan.
By Bobbie Bhambree

Cover Dog

Dot IV NAP, OJP, a.k.a. Dot, a 3-year-
old English Bull Dog owned by Pati
Cillessen of New Mexico. Photo by
Bruce McClelland/bamfoto.
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