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Snowshoe Inn’s Moxie Falls CGC, 
AXP, AXJP, XFP, OAC, OGC, OAC, TN-
O, WV-O, TG-O, EAC, EJC, ECC, MPD, 
PGM a.k.a. Moxie Falls, an 8-year-old 
Chocolate Labrador Retriever owned 
and handled by Randi Barrett of 
Vermont. Photo by Donna Kelliher.
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The Construction Zone: PVC 
Peanut Holder
This PVC Peanut Holder is easy to make 
and will stabilize your FitPAWS peanut 
to make fitness training easier for you 
because your hands will be free to help 
your dog as needed and to deliver 
rewards. By Patty O’Bleness

Laser Therapy for the Canine Athlete: 
Where’s the Evidence?
Numerous studies have been con-
ducted to confirm the mechanism of 
action and support the use of laser 
therapy for sports-related injuries. 
By Brittany Jean Carr,  DVM, CCRT and 
Debra A. Canapp, DVM, DACVSMR, 
CCRT, CVA

Puppy Skills for Total Team 
Performance: Learning About 
Learning
Teaching tricks is great for practicing 
different training techniques, becom-
ing comfortable with your puppy’s 
personality and learning style, and 
improve your timing. By Frankie Joiris 
and Chris Ott
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10 Underfoot, Part 3: Our First 
Look at Artificial Turf
Arti� cial turf comes in many dif-
ferent forms; some with in� ll and 
some without, di� erent types of 
backing, varying degrees of drain-
age e� ectiveness, di� erent blade 
height, etc. By Brenna Fender

21 As the World Turns: The 
Tornado Front Cross
This month we will look at front 
crosses performed when the 
dog is jumping in extension 
and the front cross is done for a 
side change only rather than for 
cueing a turn. This type of front 
cross has been nicknamed The 
Tornado. By Mary Ellen Barry

27 Novice and Beyond: A Survival 
Guide, Goldilocks and the 
Three Dogs
When it comes to our agility 
dogs we all want one that is “just 
right.” But this article explores 
the dogs that are “too hot” (so 
much speed that control takes a 
back seat) and “too cold” (dogs 
that really could be faster). 
By Sandy Rogers  

36 Sense of Self: Deceleration, 
Communication through 
Connection and Engagement 
E� ectively cueing acceleration 
and deceleration to your dog on 
course involves a change in pace, 
altering your energy to impact 
the dog’s energy. Your handling 
system doesn’t matter, what is 
key is connection and communi-
cation through that connection. 
By Tori Self
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5 Editorializing: It’s Not About the Clubs, 
the Racket, or the Breed 
Would you dismiss the teachings of a professional 
golfer because he uses a different brand of clubs 
than you do? In many sports, those who can teach 
you amazing things are likely to have some mate-
rials and tools that are different than yours, but 
the lessons ring true regardless. By Brenna Fender

8 Judge’s Eye: Let’s Get It Started
This month we are going to talk about the start-
line policies and procedures for various venues—
what you can or cannot do and things to watch 
out for. By Cindy Deak

15 Come? Are You Kidding? Part 2
Many people say they “just want to teach my dog 
to come when called.” While that’s an understand-
able goal, there is no such thing as “just” when 
teaching a recall. Coming when called is not a 
single behavior, like a sit. By Pamela Dennison

41 On Course with Frankie Joiris
A long-time dog trainer, Frankie feels that dog 
training should be organic and conversational, and 
less structured. Training should be an integral part 
of living with a dog and developing a relationship. 
 By Sally Silverman

44 Team Small Dog Agility Humility: 
The Zodiac Manifesto 
A specter is haunting dog agility. It’s the specter 
of everybody’s tired of working at dog shows. But 
agility workers of the world, unite. No matter your 
sign, there’s something you can do, even if for just 
15 minutes. And then everybody gets home in 
time for dinner. By Laura Hartwick 

49 Power Paws Drills: Open the Box 
You can do some simple box work and threadles 
on this setup as well as logical pushes to the back 
of jumps that even young dogs can handle. Want 
to practice long way/short way and time your 
efforts—this is the setup for you! By Nancy Gyes 

51 The Judge’s Debriefing 
This month a judge not only debriefs a course, 
but we take a look at a special event designed to 
give junior handlers valuable experience for future 
national and world events. By Tori Self 

56 How to Train Legendary Lead-Outs, Part 7
Whether you are an athletic handler, slow handler, 
or physically challenged handler, long lead-outs 
can help your dog have a speedy and accurate 
head start on many courses. By Kristy Netzer

62 A Balancing Act: The Three-Legged Stool 
of Behavior Change, Part 3
How you approach changing a behavioral chal-
lenge is critical to the outcome. Using the model 
of a three-legged stool helps us understand how to 
balance and integrate the most critical elements of 
a successful behavior modification program. 
By Terry Long, CPDT-KA

Columns

6 Tip of the Month 
By Deborah Davidson-Harpur

7 Everything You Always Wanted to Know 
About Agility… By Brenna Fender

39 Backyard Dogs By Mia Grant


