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Remembering Soren: Agility with

a Non-Traditional Breed

How different our perspectives can
be depending on the type of dogs we
run and the goals we have for them.
But never forget that champions
come in all shapes and sizes.

By Deborah Stevenson

Early Agility Training and Exploring
the Art of the Possible, Part 2
Although we spent countless (and
sometimes fruitless) hours training
contacts and weaves in the early days
of agility, initially the most common
obstacle—the jump—received no
attention at all. By Nini Bloch
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What, If Not Foundation

Although we've all been told about
the importance of giving our dogs a
thorough foundation and then main-
taining it, foundation training is often
not done thoroughly, and hardly, if
ever, re-visited once the “real” training
begins. By Lynne Stephens
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5 Point to Point: The Choice is Yours
When will we realize that responsibility for the
safety of our canine partners lies with us? By pull-
ing our dogs from unsafe situations, we may lose
an entry fee, but we go home with a dog that is
happy and healthy. By Cindy Deak

13 As the World Turns: Practicing
Multiple Techniques
Now you've been introduced to all of the
OneMind Dogs techniques, it is time to practice
multiple techniques on short, simple sequences.
By being able to perform sequences in multiple
different ways, handlers can have the confidence
to choose the best technique for them and their
dogs in competition. By Mary Ellen Barry

19 Foot and Pad Care for Agility Dogs
Common paw problems seen in performance
dogs include split toenails, skin and nail bed abra-
sions, penetrating foreign objects, digit collateral
ligament injuries, pad abrasions, lacerations, and
sloughing of the pad’s tough surface. By Dr. David
L. Dycus and Dr. Debra A. Canapp

23 AnInside Look at Agility Training Centers:
Happy Dog Ranch, LLC
Kristy Netzer discusses the inner workings of her
training facility in Tennessee. By Brenna Fender

31 The Construction Zone: Measuring Device
The measuring process can be scary and stressful
for both dog and handler. Building this simple
measuring device will allow you to train your dog
to stand still and be relaxed for the measurer.

By Lisa Potts

46 GoGoCocoa
This granola recipe is perfect for giving you
energy to think fast and move faster. And it’s
chocolate! By Dudley Shumate Fontaine

59 Real Life Lead-Outs
Now that you have built a solid foundation for
lead-out skills, it’s time to use them on course.
But how do you decide when and how to use a
long lead-out? By Kristy Netzer

62 Team Small Dog Agility Humility:
Pimp My Dog Car
It all started innocently enough—one dog, one
truck, with a blanket next to me on the seat. Then
there was another dog, requiring a hatchback.
Now there are more dogs. What's next? Mini van?
SUV? Cargo van? RV? By Laura Hartwick
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About Agility... By Brenna Fender
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Day By David Bozak
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8 Training Freedom:
Here | Go Again!
You've recently made a lot of life
changes and you aren't getting
any younger. You're expecting
your first grandchild and you
have a household of dogs and
field of horses to take care of. Is it
really a good idea to add a puppy
and try to train it to be a compet-
itive agility dog? By Jo Sermon

35 Practically Training:
Four Choices
Each obstacle has four quad-
rants: an approach and exit
side as well as a left and right
side. Your goal is to determine
which of the four quadrants of
an obstacle you want to be in so
you can then figure out a way to
be there. By Sandy Rogers

49 Power Paws Trials and
Tribulations of a Novice Dog
What skills do you need before
you enter your new dog in his
first trial? Do you have a plan
for dealing with each potential
problem your dog could have
on course? By Nancy Gyes
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54 Create More Time on Course
You know that panicky feeling
of barely hanging onto a run?
When everything is a blur and
you feel like you are always a
step away from disaster? Learn
to anticipate your dog’s every
move so you can be proactive,
not reactive. By Kathy Keats

Cover Dog

UKC CH IABCA CH AKC GCH CH
Bullmoon’s Light Serenade CGC
CGCA CD BN RA MX AXJ AJP OF NFP
T2B CA RATI RATMTT, MBTCA Hildie
Versatility & Versatility Excellent
Recipient, a.k.a. Trevor, a 8-year-old
Miniature Bull Terrier owned by
Andrea Johnson of California. Photo
by www.PhotographybyM.com.
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