
3  December 18     |    Clean Run

25
31

Clean Run (ISSN 1089-8506) is published monthly by Clean Run Productions, LLC. Principal o�  ce: 17 Industrial Dr., South Hadley, MA 01075.  Periodicals postage paid at South Hadley, 
Massachusetts 01075-9902 and additional o�  ces.  © Copyright 1995-2018 Bud Houston and Clean Run Productions, LLC.  All world rights reserved.  Reproduction in whole or in part 
without written permission is prohibited.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Clean Run, 17 Industrial Dr., South Hadley, MA 01075.

Cover Dog

Hurrikane Never Tell A Lie ADCH-
Bronze, PDCH, LAA-Silver TM-
Platinum, SCH-Silver, PTM-Silver, 
PSCH-Bronze, PGCH-Bronze, PRCH-
Bronze, PJCH, PKCH, MACH, RN, 
MXB, MJB, MFB, T2B2, CGC, IAC2, 
IWAC2, a.k.a. Francine, a 9-year-old 
Cardigan Welsh Corgi handled by 
Courtney Keys of Texas. Photo by 
Mia Grant.
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7 Why Did the Handler Cross 
the Dog? A Beginner’s Guide 
to Basic Crosses
Do you and your dog have a 
clear understanding of the pros, 
cons, and uses of the three basic 
crosses: front, rear, and blind? 
By Claire Duder DVM

17 Power Paws Drills: 
Backsides and 270s
The better your backsides the 
better your 270s will be and vice 
versa so they are a natural to 
practice together in the same 
exercises. By Nancy Gyes

33 A Twist on Reinforcers 
Opens Up a World of 
Possibilities in the Ring
What if you could take your 
dog’s favorite treat into the 
ring? You can create a non-food 
reinforcer that will give your 
dog as much satisfaction in the 
ring as a treat given in training. 
By Emma Parsons, BA, KPA-CTP, 
APDT, CDBC

45 How Not to Lose Your 
2-On/2-Off Contacts, Part 6
This � nal article in the series 
includes an overview of things 
to keep in mind as you continue 
your contact maintenance work, 
suggestions for how to handle 
errors in the ring, and quick 
reference charts to help you stay 
on track. By Sandy Rogers

Features

4 Themes Like a Good Idea
December 13th is Ice Cream Day so jump for 
joy on this Jumpers course. By David Bozak

5  Editorializing: Looking Back at 2018
It’s December, and tradition dictates a look back 
at 2018 before the new year arrives. What big 
things happened in agility this year and got 
competitors talking? By Brenna Fender 

6 Tip of the Month
Behaviors can and will erode naturally. So when 
your dog struggles with a behavior what should 
you do? By Sandy Rogers

Plan for Action
It’s time for some “rust removal” 
before heading for the USDAA 
Cynosport Games. These drills, which 
are designed for tuning up before 
competition,  fit in a 40ft. x 50 ft. area. 
By Mia Grant

Training Freedom: Here I Go Again!
This month’s sequence work focuses 
on slicing jumps in a fun way, drive 
off contact obstacles, and weave pole 
skills. But besides training, it’s also 
important to think about breaks from 
agility. By Jo Sermon

How Parkour Can 
Complement Agility
Traditional agility and canine park-
our are excellent companion activi-
ties. Dogs can gain confidence and 
enthusiasm in the agility ring from 
parkour and see physical benefits 
 as well. By Kristine Hammar

13

22 Team Small Dog Agility Humility: 
Purple Is the New Black
With one grandiose swoop of the birthday clock, 
I was in the place where a little brain voice starts 
causing you to comment on the old “skool” way 
you used to do what’s now the fancy new skool 
way to do all the things. I believe this is also 
known as Grandpa Voice. By Laura Hartwick

36 Backyard Dogs  
When you want to focus on handling cues and 
timing, nothing is better suited than “jumps 
only” sequences. You’ll work on improving your 
ability to fluently indicate the dog’s path. 
By Dudley Shumate

40 The Judge’s Debriefing 
A look at a fast and fun Excellent/Masters 
Jumpers with Weaves course that presented 
reasonable challenges, and allowed for a wide 
variety of handling options. By John Senger


