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Practically Training: Using Repetition Training to Create

Fluency in Handling

Repetition, or pattern, training is a way to get fluent with the language
of handling. It keeps your verbal and physical cues clear for both you
and your dogs and is a great way to better your timing skills.

By Sandy Rogers

Snooker for the Absolute Beginner: A Tutorial for the
Snooker-Challenged Newbie, Part 1

These tips and strategies will help you make the most of your dog's
skills and talents on the Snooker course. You'll understand the ins and
outs of the game better so you can be successful instead of frustrated.
By Claire Duder DVM

Hip Dysplasia in Agility Dogs: Pathophysiology, Screening
Methods, and Treatment Options

What causes hip dysplasia? Is there a way to detect it early? Can it
be managed conservatively? By Drs. Tyler Clough, Renee McDougall,
David Dycus, Chris Leasure

Power Paws Skills: Tunnel/Contact Obstacle Discrimination

You need a good understanding of how to handle your dog to a tun-
nel/contact discrimination, and your dog needs to know distinct ver-
bal cues for the two obstacles. By Nancy Gyes
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Tip of the Month - Finding the positive things at the end of a run
helps keep you and your dog happy, motivated, and confident for the
next run. By Kathy Mocharnuk

Cover Dog

He's A Hoot NA NAJ, a.k.a. Hoot, a 3-year-old Border Collie/Mudi cross
owned by Donna Brian of Florida. Photo by Donna Brian Photography
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Editorializing: Being Thankful - As agility competitors and enthu-
siasts, we should take a moment every so often to consider how fortu-
nate we are to get to be a part of this great sport. By Brenna Fender

What Makes an Instructor Great? - Teaching requires a unique
skill set, and not everyone has it. Let’s look at the seven key attributes
shared by all great instructors. By Holly Krueger

Let’s Talk About... Performance Enhancing Drugs in Agility -
Are enough people using pharmaceutical drugs to enhance their
dog’s agility performance in the ring that we need to talk about drug
testing? By Cindy Deak

Beginning Sequencing with Pull-Throughs - Once your training
on individual obstacles is done, it's time to start sequencing! Here we'll
discuss introducing pull-throughs into sequences as well as provide
many sequences to try on your own. By Jo Sermon

Mental Management Minute: Just One More - Big goals seem so
far out of reach that we often just don't try. But what if you only had to
do one more thing in order to reach success? By Brenna Fender

The Judges Debriefing - A judge breaks down an Agility
Association of Canada Standard course she designed. By Melanie Hart

The 25% Solution: Sequences for Small Spaces - This month'’s
exercises give you opportunities to practice going into the less obvious
end of a tunnel and bypassing a nearby tunnel as well as using a tire at
the start of a sequence and a double at the end. By John Reid

Backyard Dogs - These exercises allow you to compare different
paths and handling options as you hone your Snooker skills. They also
challenge you to run your dog, trusting he will take your cues and
ignore the tempting off-course opportunities. By David Bozak

Dirt Therapy: Decompression Walks for Both Ends of the Leash -
The kind of dogs we choose for agility don’t only have high exercise
needs; they have high decompression needs. But jogging our dogs or
throwing a ball won't decompress the brain of a dog that is wound a
little too tight by design. By Sarah Stremming
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