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Raising a Healthy, Confident, and Athletic Puppy

Our sport has changed, and we need to change the way we prepare
our dogs physically and mentally for a long and successful future in
agility. By Dr. Debra Canapp and Susan Garrett

Understanding Collection and Extension

A common problem for enthusiastic young dogs is a lack of under-

standing of collection. As they pick up speed and enthusiasm, their
stride gets longer, and turns get wider. Here are some training exer-
cises to work on this skill. By Jo Sermon

The Three Hats of Agility, Part 4: The Competitor
Non-judgmental, realistic self-assessment is essential to improve in
agility. What type of competitor are you, and what type do you want
to be? By Sandy Rogers

Power Paws Skills: Line-ups, Heelwork & Circles
Teaching your dog to line up at your side, facing the same direction
you are moving, is step one in establishing how you would like your

dog to orient himself to you while moving through an agility course.

By Nancy Gyes
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Tip of the Month - Does your dog scoot forward at the start line?
Here’s a tip for making sure you know that your dog is still exactly
where you placed him before you led out. By Kathy Mocharnuk

Editorializing: Feeling “Perky!” - Did you notice the digital “perks”
when you read the February issue of the magazine? By Brenna Fender

Cover Dog

Durrer N Kirkstans Strategy MX, MXJ, NF, T2B, a.k.a. Eddie, an 8-year-old

Yorkshire Terrier owned by Alice Frazier of Michigan. Photo by
Cathi Winkles Photography.
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The 25% Solution: Sequences for Small Spaces - This month’s
exercises give you a chance to work on “blind” tunnel entrances, a
challenge that requires the dog to enter a tunnel from the end that's
not visible during his approach, as well as practice with table perfor-
mance. By John Reid

Team Small Dog Agility Humility: Comfy Slippers - When did my
5-year-old dog turn into my comfy slippers? She was crazy. She ran
away. She chased anything that moved. | couldn’t walk her on a leash.
Forget about getting her running dogwalk feet to hit the yellow. By
Laura Hartwick

Symmetry and How it Affects Your Dog’s Performance - Have you
ever looked at your dog and thought something was off? What if there
were a couple of simple tests you could perform on your dog to know
if he isnt balanced and that an injury might be brewing?

By Carolyn Mclntyre, PT

The Tandem Turn Out of the Weaves - The tandem turn out of
the weave poles is a specific way to handle the exit of the weave poles
that allows you to be well ahead of the dog so you can cue the next
obstacle. By Kaitlyn Dreese

Interactive Course Map - Take a look at a course map and then
watch a video discussion of the course as well as examples of different
types of dogs running it. By Elaine Rinicker

Backyard Dogs - This month's courses provide you with exercises to
progressively increase the distance and complexity of a backside prob-
lem to be solved by your dog. By David Bozak

Nothing to Lose - The fear of losing a Q tends to make us act with
caution, play it safe. When that fear is removed, a burden is lifted and
gives us the freedom to do those things that we may have never been
willing to try otherwise. By Forest Hudson

Stays? In Agility? Really? - Stays are a function of the self-control
necessary to channel the drive and energy of a high drive dog into
focused teamwork and performance. By Terry Herman

Dealing with Things You Don’t Want - Do you have a habit of
focusing on what could go wrong, rather than planning for how you're
going to make things go right? By Dr. Kathrine McAleese
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