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Let’s Talk Puppy: 13 Things to Teach Your Puppy
Training a puppy can seem overwhelming, so here are 13 things to get
started on right away. By Jubie Rueschenberg

What to Do When It All Goes Horribly Wrong in the Ring

When it all goes horribly wrong, your first thought should be of your
dog. Think about what he needs from you and give it to him. And, if
you're nervous and anxious in the ring, work on improving your
mental management skills. By Jo Sermon

Better Reinforcement Strategies, Part 1: Adding Clarity

to Reinforcement

The vast majority of training issues in agility boil down to the
trainer’s understanding of how and when to apply reinforcement,
and the mechanical skills that go along with that application.

By Rachel Downs and Liz Randall CPDT

Three Jump, Four Jump: Handling in Configurations,

Part 5: Threadles and Boxes

Courses are made up of a finite number of configurations that you
need to have a consistent way of handling. This month we'll discuss
threadles and boxes. By Sandy Rogers
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Tip of the Month - Each dog is an individual and we need to learn
how to meet their learning needs. By Sandy Rogers

Editorializing: Silver Linings - Have you found “silver linings”
during the time you were forced to be away from your regularly-
scheduled agility trials? By Brenna Fender

Power Paws Dirills: Finish Lines and Go Ons - Teaching your dog
to travel ahead of you in the middle of a course as well as at the end
is a critical skill for our sport. By Nancy Gyes

Cover Dog

Shazonfire’s Wickedly Wild, a.k.a. Sabi, a 7-year-old Miniature Poodle owned
by Sharon Bale-Brewster of England. Photo by Roz Greening.
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Toy Control and Targeting - This article provides an outline for
tugging, retrieving, and using toys in agility. By Nancy Gyes

Right On Target - Targeting at the end of a course or drill teaches
your dog to travel smoothly and with speed over the final jump rather
than turning around and looking at you. By Nancy Gyes

Move Your Teeter By Yourself - Train by yourself and need an easy
way to move your teeter? Here’s the solution. By Steve Schwarz

Team Small Dog Agility Humility: One Through Ten - Since there
isn‘t much agility judging going on, Laura has designed an accurate,
numerical rating system that can be applied to many things in dog
agility. Her categories will bring things under control in our current
Corona climate. By Laura Hartwick

Maggie’s Online Trials — There are no do-overs at “live” trials. But run-
ning a trial course at home is an entirely different set of circumstances.
For many of us, the temptation to do the course perfectly is too hard
to resist. Let’s look at the psychology of participating in online trials
and how our dogs fair. By Beth Dixon

Backyard Dogs - In celebration of the November holiday, Look for
Circles Day, these courses have circles, turning in both directions.
By David Bozak

Finding Their Footing: The Need for Research on Optimal
Ground Material in Canine Agility — Despite anecdotal evidence
that individual dogs seem to do better on specific running surfaces,
and research showing that approximately one-third of agility dogs will
experience a performance-related injury, no research has been con-
ducted on the effect of flooring on athletic performance or the risk

of injury. By Isabel A. Jimenez, DVM, Sherman O. Canapp Jr, DVM

Why a Sudden Behavioral Change May Mean Your Dog Is
Hurting! - Pain places both discomfort and emotional stress on our
dogs and can cause them to be out of balance psychologically and
physiologically. By Carolyn McIntyre

The 25% Solution: Sequences for Small Spaces - This month’s
exercises, which fit in a 40 x 60 ft. space, offer opportunities to practice
longer courses that contain pattern traps because the same obstacles
must be taken multiple times. There are also exercises for working on
a handling move called the reverse spin. By John Reid
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